Minutes

Neerlandia Public Christian School Council
Monday, August 25, 2025 @ 7:00PM
Location: NPCS Staff Room

Present: Victoria Kane, Kirstie Schatz, Alanna Breitkreitz, Lise Wruk, Sandra Olthuis, Laura
Braucht, Charlene Fleming, Cassie Wierenga, Prakash Raju
Regrets: Julaine Greilach, Meagan Neill

1. Call to Order
> 6:58 pm
2. Devotions- Kirstie
> Cassie to do devotions September 15%, 2025

3. Adopt Agenda

» Change 24/25 under “Staffing Update” to read 25/26

» MSC
4. Approve NPCSC Minutes — May 12, 2025

» MSC
5. Reports

a. Principal Report — Prakash
-Staffing Update 25/26

» See attached

» Christian Educator’s Convention — confirmed NCES will cover costs up to the allotted
amount of the budget line.

» With regards to the potential teacher’s strike, teachers are also unaware of what the
outcome will be. All that is known is that there will be a minimum 72-hour notice of
communication.

b. School Trustee — Victoria Kane
» See attached
» Clarification that AP 60-27 is separate from the nutritional grant
» Clarification: Policies = Board and AP = Regional Office
» MSC both reports as presented
6. New Business
a. Pancake Breakfast
> Date: Friday, August 29", 2025
» See NCES minutes for further details
b. Meeting Dates
> See NCES Minutes

7. Adjournment



> 7:54 pm
Next Meeting:
NPCSC/NCES September 15, 2025 @ 7pm

Lisa Wruk and Victoria Kane left the meeting.



Neerlandia Public Christian School
Principal's Report
for NPCSC/NCES
August 25, 2025

We had a really good first staff meeting of the year. It was a good chance for us to catch up with one
another and get reoriented in what we need to do this school year. What an incredible team we have at
NPCS!

Here are the Teaching Assignments and class sizes for the coming year (student numbers are always

subject to change 8%))

Teacher Class Number of Students
Bonita Raju Preschool M/W 12
afternoons
Jill Olthuis Kindergarten Tu/Th 19
Juanita Henschel Grade 1 16
Renee Rentz Grade 1 17
Lorna Strydhorst Grade 2 22
Katlyn Wierenga Grade 3 26
Kim Sybesma Grade 4 28
Dallas Lee Grade 5 26
Sonja deWaal Grade 6 27
Lise Wruk Grade 7 Homeroom 26
LA & Social Studies
Brent Wierenga Grade 8 Homeroom 22
LA, Social, Bible & PE
Trenton Wierenga Grade 9 Homeroom 21
Math, Bible & PE
Megan Ferster Music 1-6 and Band
Amanda Smith IELC & Science
Prakash Raju Bible & Health
Total 262

We are also blessed to have the following support staff wearing many hats at the school

Nicole Wierenga — Admin Assistant

Ramona De Vries — EA in K

Annemiek Elzinga — EA
Char Nanninga — EA
Shirley Rauscher — EA
Lisa Seatter - EA




Today, Kim and | updated staff on the Christian Educator’s Convention. Thank you for confirming that
NCES would cover registration fees and the cost of PHSD vehicles, meals, and hotels for all teachers who
go.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE NEW PLAYGROUND AND GAGA BALL PIT MATTING! It looks so
wonderful and it will be so valuable for our school and the community.

Fundraising: Nicole Wierenga will once again be the "master of the fundraising calendar" and she will do
her best to coordinate fundraisers so that we don’t create fatigue for our families.

Emergency Measures (we will use Hour Zero for this)

e Emergency measures: fire drills, lockdown procedures, hold and secure
e Six Fire drills for the year
o 3inthe Fall Semester and 3 in the Winter Semester

e Minimum of one lockdown drill (Two to be done Annually - one announced before and one
explained after)

e Schedule a minimum of one Hold & Secure

Important Dates and Operational Days

Terry Fox - Thursday, September 25

Sept 29-Oct 3 Truth and Reconciliation Week

Jr. High Soccer tournament - Oct 1

Picture Day/Smart Photography - October 16

Oct 8 - Thanksgiving Day Assembly

Elem Soccer Tournament - Oct 9

Bus Safety - Oct 14 & 15

Oct 23 - Christian Educators' Convention (Lacombe)
Oct 24 PD day - EAs in Barrhead, Teachers are school
Remembrance Day: Assembly Nov 6

St. Nick’s - December 5, 2025

Christmas Concert - December 17 evening

Fridays typically follow a Monday schedule, EXCEPT:
- Fri, Oct 3, follows a TUESDAY schedule
- Fri, Dec 5, follows a Thursday schedule
- Fri, Feb 13, follows a Thursday schedule
- Fri, June 19, follows a Thursday schedule



AP 60-22 Outlines the “opt-in” practices for Gender Identity, Sexual Orientation, and Human
Sexuality

Key points:
[ Opt-in form is included in annual registration and demographic update in
School Engage
A Parents have the opportunity to review course outcomes and fully or partially
opt-in, or not have their child participate in these lessons
A Only applies fo:
A  PE&W-Grades 3to 6
A Health & Lifeskills - Grades 710 9

AP 50-11 Outlines the process for when a student requests a name or pronoun change that
is related to their gender identity.

Pembina Hills has procedures in place to ensure that our school libraries and classroom
libraries comply with the Ministerial Order: Standards for the Selection, Availability, and
Access of School Library Materials

Curriculum Updates
A Kto 3 Social Studies - Mandatory Implementation
0  Grades 4 to 6 Social Studies - Mandatory Implementation in 2026-2027
1  Grades 7to 9 - Update
e Field Testing will be offered in Math, Social Studies, & PEW
e  Career Education/Financial Literacy CEFL has not yet been released
because there may be impacts to hours of instruction

We will be sending home fair notice to parents that we have an administrative procedure that requires
that school administrators complete a "risk assessment" in cases of students making significant threats
to harm themselves or others.



Trustee Victoria Kane
Q August Board Report 2025
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Trustee PD Funds Redirected to Operational Budget for 2025/2026: Any remaining PD funds
from all trustee from 2021-2025 elected term into the 2025-2026 Operational Budget. To be
directed by senior admin in direct support of classroom learning needs such as educational
assistant time or other instructional supports.

New Form 6-18 Request for Reconsideration of resources: Our division has introduced a new
process for parents, guardians and community members who have concerns about materials in
school libraries or learning resources.

This form will allow individuals to:

Identify the resource in question.

Provide details about their concerns after reviewing the resource in full.

Note specific portions they find problematic.

Also indicate portions of the resource they believe have merit.

Once the form is submitted, the division will formally review the resource. This ensures
transparency and fairness in evaluating materials while recognizing the importance of diverse
perspectives within our school communities.

New AP 50-11 Process for students requesting change to a preferred name or pronoun: The
Education Amendment Act 2024 now requires parental notification, and under the age of 16 -
consent, before a student under 18 can have a preferred name or pronoun used at school. Our
division has updated its administrative procedure to ensure compliance with the legislation,
while emphasizing student safety and a clear process for staff to follow.

"} New AP 60-27 Promoting Nutrition Education and Heathy Relationships with Food in School

Communities: New AP focuses on promoting nutrition education, providing healthy food
choices in school-based programs and events, and encouraging staff to model positive habits.
The guidelines do not apply to food brought from home, so families continue to make their own
choices. The division will provide resources, coordinate with Alberta Health and Education,
share research and promote partnerships that reduce hunger and expand access to universal
food programs.



