
   
 
 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

Recently, at my church, our pastor made a brief 

comment about “looking up” during our times of 

struggle.  This statement took me back many years to a 

backpacking trip I took with Jim Bosma, Frank 

Rayment, Howard Gelderman, and some students from 

NPCS. 

I remember on this trip, hearing Jim Bosma tell me that 

even though I will get tired while backpacking, I need to 

make sure I “look up” from time to time and enjoy the 

surroundings as I go.  I have kept this idea in my mental 

toolbox, reminding myself that there is more to a journey 

than just the destination.  We should also remember to 

enjoy the scenery along the way.  This can be rather 

tricky for a person who used to regularly see tasks as 

“put your head down, focus hard and git’ er done.” 

I needed to learn that there is beauty in the process of 

taking the journey.  Recently, I went with my 

grandchildren to their back yard to build a snowman in 

above zero temperatures.  The snow was not sticky at 

all: it was a lot like sand or gravel.  Plans had to change 

and we decided to build a snow fort instead.  It took a 

long time to make snow hills around a central fort area, 

and it really looked more like a lake surrounded by 

mountains, than a snow fort, but my granddaughter was 

so excited about building.  She kept saying how much 

better it was to build a snow fort than watch TV.  Better 

because of the exercise you get and because it gets your 

brain working more.  I actually think she was trying to 

convince herself to stay outside and keep going, but this 

proud Thatha (that’s the name my grandchildren call me) 

was so happy to hear her thoughts, and see her 

persistence, that I couldn’t help but keep going in this 

rather futile venture.  It wasn’t about the end product, it 

was about the time spent together, and I loved spending 

time with my precious little Faith. 

I have also found that there is support available when the 

journey is tough.  I have had people come and encourage 

me when I am working through a problem.  Sometimes 

they have given me good ideas.  Sometimes they have 

just told me thank you for persevering to find a 

solution.  Either way, others have helped me get through 

difficult times.  But even when I don’t have the support 

of other people, I know that I have the support of my 

Lord, even when I don’t see it, and I don’t even feel 

it.  This is when I look back on how God has come 

through for me in the past.  Or this is when I hear of 

someone else who has shared a testimony of how they 

have seen God’s support for them, especially as they 

look back on a difficult situation which they have just 

come through.  So, I guess even in this situation, God is 

using others to support me on the journey. 

Let’s remember to “look up” when we are struggling on 

our journey.  And let’s support our brothers and sisters 

in Christ as they face difficult journeys.  We probably 

shouldn’t tell them that they will grow, or that there is 

beauty in struggle, but we can listen and ask how we can 

support them.  Also, maybe we can publicly give thanks 

for how God has supported us in our past struggles, 

because you know He has.  Remember, Jesus said “And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  Matthew 28:20b 

 

School Wide News 

The Grade 9 class will be going to Jasper March 11- 

13, please make sure forms and fees have been 

completed so that your child can participate. 

Parent teacher meetings will be held March 18 and 19 

from 4:30-7:30pm. We will be sending home a separate 

announcement via School Messenger, in regards how to 

book appointments. 

NEERLANDIA 

EAGLE EXPRESS 

NEWSLETTER 

 

March 2025 



Alberta Education is conducting its annual Assurance 

Survey of grades 4, 7 and 10 students (in smaller 

schools, the survey is sent to all student in grades 4 and 

up), their parents/guardians and teachers to gather 

important information about student and parent school 

experiences that will help improve our education system. 
  
Parents and guardians should have received an email on 

February 21, 2025 with a survey link and a Random 

Access Code (RAC) to be used to complete the survey. 

 
If you are a parent or guardian and you did not receive 

an email on or around February 21, please contact the 

school and we will get you a RAC and survey link. 

 
If you have received the email, we ask that you share 

your ideas and complete the survey soon, as the survey 

closes on March 21, 2025.  We would like to thank those 

who have already filled out their surveys. 
  
If you have any questions about the survey or if you 

require a paper copy, please contact the school and Mr. 

Raju will be able to help you with this 
 

 

 
Our Jr. High Band will be performing at the Barrhead 

Rotary Music Festival on, Mar. 6th. Their 

performance is at BCHS at 10:30 am. However, they 

will be leaving at 9:30 am and return back to the school 

at 2:45 pm. 

On March 11 Grade 4-6 will be performing at the 

Barrhead Rotary Music Festival at BES. They will 

leave NPCS at 10:00 am and return at 12:30pm. We will 

be taking 2 buses to accommodate the classes. All Gr. 4-

6 students and Band students will need to complete a 

field trip form that is available online via 

PowerSchool.  There will be no fees for these trips. 

Our Grade 1 students have a goal of bringing 100 

cans/food items to the Barrhead FCSS Foodbank on 

March 12th. They will get a chance to see how things 

work once the food is brought into the Foodbank. They 

will visit the Foodbank in the afternoon. There are 

permission forms available through PowerSchool. 

  

 

 

Registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 2025-2026 Transportation Forms are now available, 

link is below. Please contact the office if you have any 

questions, or the transportation office. 

.https://www.pembinahills.ca/transportation/register-to-

ride/ 

 

Staff Update 

We are thankful to announce Mr. Howard Gelderman 

will be covering Mr. Brent Wierenga’s classes while he 

is away recovering.  

 

 

Progress Reports 

All Kindergarten to Gr. 9 students will be receiving a 

March progress report. They will go home with each 

child on Thursday, March 13. If you have any questions 

or concerns in regards to these reports you can speak to 

the teacher – a good time would be at Parent meetings.  
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100th Day 

We are celebrating 100 days of school at NPCS on 

Tuesday Mar. 11.  We encourage students and staff to 

dress up like 100-year-old citizens - lots of laughs!! 

 

 

 

PHSD Board News 

Alternate Calendar 2025-2026 Approved 

Families are encouraged to review the 
calendar and plan ahead for key dates, 
including alternate Fridays, holidays, and 
professional development days.  Please visit 
the school website to view the full version. 

Early Learning Program coming to Fort Assiniboine 
School 

The Board approved the expansion of our 
Early Learning Program into our Fort 
Assiniboine School! This ensures that all 
schools in our division now offer this valuable 
program. This program provides a play-based 
learning environment that supports early 
intervention and foundational skill 
development. 

Guided by certified teachers and specialists, 
students engage in activities that foster growth 
across all developmental areas..... social-
emotional, cognitive, physical, language, 
creativity, and self-care. The program 
emphasizes small group instruction tailored to 
meet the unique needs of each child, setting 
them up for success as they transition into 
Kindergarten 

Trustee Victoria Kane 

 

County Baseball Registration 

2025 County Softball Registration 

Neerlandia County Softball registration will be 

open online only this year from March 3-21. 

Please go to the Facebook page "County of 

Barrhead Softball" and click on the link for your 

community and fill out the form.  One form will 

be required for each child. If you are not on 

Facebook please reach out to Melissa DeVries @ 

780-305-8080 to have the registration link 

emailed to you. 

     

Sports 

Jr. High Basketball 
 

Games:  

March 4 – Tier 2 League Playoffs in 

Westlock- all day. Parents to arrange 

rides. 

March 6 – Tier 2 girls play Living Waters school   at 

NPCS right after school. 

March 8 – Tier 1 boys’ zones in Fox Creek. Good luck! 

Tier 1 girls team placed third at play offs in Barrhead, 

congratulations! Thank you to Leo Knol and Kym 

Peters for all your hard work this season! 

Thank you to Mrs. Lorna Strydhorst and Mrs. Kassy 

Krikke for coaching the Tier 2 girls’ team, they had a 

successful season! 

Thank you to Mr. Trenton Wierenga for coaching the 

boys’ basketball team! 

 

Elementary Basketball 
 

Elementary Basketball had their final Tournament in 

Swan Hills to wrap their season up. Thank you to Mrs. 

Sonja Dewaal and Mrs. Miranda Strydhorst for all your 

help coaching! 

Elementary Running Teams   
Important Dates for the Running team: 

March 6 – 4:15 – 5:30pm practice at the Barrhead 

agrena. 



Over the past month or so our Elementary running teams 

have been busy practicing at school and the Agrena. 

Both Mixed Teams have made it to the finals, we wish 

them luck! Finals for the elementary running teams will 

be at the Butterdome Saturday March 8th parents to 

arrange transportation.  

 Thanks to Mr. Brent Wierenga, Mrs. Megan Ferster and 

Mrs. Natalie Kerckhof for coaching these teams. Good 

luck teams! 

 

NCES/NPCSC News 

 

-NCES held a Hot Dog Hot Lunch on February 25. 

Cookies were also handed out to all students, that 

would have been handed out at Winter Walk, which 

was cancelled due to cold. Thank you to Shawna 

Sotnikow, Alanna Breitkreitz, Julaine Greilach, and 

Lindsay Pohl for volunteering this month. 

-NCES Dinner and Auction is Friday March 7. Tickets 

are almost sold out! Thank you to everyone who has 

donated and volunteered for this upcoming event, we 

are excited to see the support for our society and for our 

students! 

-NCES met Feb 20, with highlights from our meeting 

including the final planning for the upcoming dinner 

and auction. 

-We continue to accept NCES Family and Associate 

Memberships. Cost is $300/family or $150/grandparent 

or community member. These funds go towards PCCE 

fees, Christian curriculum, Christian Teacher 

Development, and more. Thank you to families who 

have submitted their fees. 

-If you would like to volunteer with NCES during Hot 

Lunches, or any other NCES event, PHSD volunteer 

forms and required criminal record checks must be 

completed and handed into the office. 

-Our next NPCSC/NCES meeting is March 17, 7pm at 

NPCS. 

NCES Board of Directions 2024-25 Kirstie Schatz 

(Chair), Charlene Fleming (Vice Chair/Playground 

Liaison), Alanna Breitkreitz (Secretary), Laura Braucht 

(Treasurer), Shawna Sotnikow (Hot Lunch 

Coordinator), Sandra Olthuis (Community/PCCE Rep), 

Cassie Wierenga (Fundraiser Laison), Julaine Greilach 

(Member at Large) 

 

Library News 

 
Hours                                  
March hours 
Monday – Thursday 
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
We are open 
Thursday,March 27 during Spring break 
We are closed 
March 24, 25 and 26 for spring break 
Rhyme time is still running March 5 and 12th 
from 10:15 - 11:00 AM 
Next Book Club 
April 1 at 7:30PM 
We will be reading 
"The Forgotten Home Child" 
by local author, Genevieve Graham" 
Biggest Used Book Sale!!!! 
Our used book sale will be 
the first 2 weeks of March. 
We have a huge selection. 
25 cents each or 5 for a $1.00 
 

Calendar of Events 

 

Mar. 6 – Jr. High Band Music Festival 

Mar. 7 – NCES Auction 

Mar. 7 – Alternate Day, no classes 

Mar. 10 – Purdy’s Chocolate Order forms sent home 

Mar. 11 – 100th Day 

Mar. 11 – Last day Term 2 Jr. High options 

Mar. 11-13 – Gr. 9 Jasper Ski Trip 

Mar. 12 – Gr. 1 Field trip to the food bank 

Mar. 12 – Term 3 Jr. High options start 

Mar. 13 – Progress Reports go home 

Mar. 14 – Teacher day, no classes 

Mar. 17 – NCES/NPCSC Meeting 

Mar. 18 – Career Fair 12pm – 2:00pm 

Mar. 19 – Gr. 2 Hot lunch Fundraiser 

Mar. 21 – Alternate day, no classes 

Mar. 24 – Mar 28: Spring Break  

Mar. 31 – First day back after Spring Break 

Apr. 1 – Farm Safety  



Looking Ahead 

Apr. 4 – Alternate Day, no classes 

Apr. 10 – Last day Quarter 3 Jr. High CTF 

Apr. 11 – Alternate day, no classes 

Apr. 17 – First day Quarter 4 CTF begin 

Apr. 17 – Easter Assembly 

Apr. 18 – Good Friday, no classes 

Apr. 21 – Easter Monday, no classes 

 



 


