
   
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
You may have noticed that I regularly call Neerlandia 
Public Christian School a family.  The most wonderful 
thing about this family is that we are a Christian family – 
a family built on the word of God and focused on His 
good work.  At Neerlandia Public Christian School, we 
have the opportunity to explore Teaching for 
Transformation, a way of teaching Christianly, that is 
based on a reformed worldview of creation, fall, 
redemption and restoration.  I would like to look at our 
school family through this lens. 
 
Creation 
God has a perfect plan for our Christian family at 
NPCS.  God desires that we put Him first and follow His 
command to put each other before ourselves and see 
others as greater than ourselves (Matt 22:37-40). We are 
to forgive one another, and overall, live in harmony with 
one another (Col 3:13).  He desires so many wonderful 
things for us. 
 
Fall 
But our family is not perfect.  We are self-centered, and 
put ourselves and our needs above the others in our 
family, even above God. 
 
Redemption 
Praise God that He sent His son to die for us and give us 
freedom from this selfish pride by believing in Him and 
confessing our sins.  This opens the door for the 
fulfillment of Jesus' prayer for us in John 17:23 – "that 
they may be brought to complete unity." 
 
Restoration 
As we wait for our opportunity to be with God forever, 
and for Jesus' return, God invites us to join Him in 
restoring all things back to His original plan – including 
His plan for our school family.  To do this, we become 
intentional in putting God first and the needs of others 

above our own.  We will make mistakes and slip back 
into our old habits from time to time, but we have our 
brothers and sisters to help us find our way and model 
trading our selfish acts for selfless ones. 
 
A lot of this is found in our school mission statement: 

Neerlandia Public Christian School will provide a 
Christ-centered education so students are equipped to 

serve God joyfully in all areas of life. 
 
I believe that our mission should not just apply to our 
students, but it should apply to our staff, our parents and 
our Christian community members.  May we all 
continue to grow in our understanding and ability to 
"serve God joyfully in all areas of life." 
 
We encourage the entire Neerlandia Public Christian 
School family to join with God in His restorative work, 
and we encourage you to join us in the adventure of: 

Learning to Serve 
 
Prakash Raju 
Principal 
 

School Wide News 
We hope everyone enjoyed their break. It was so nice 
to see all the smiling faces on the first day back! 

We want to give a special thank you to our Janitors for 
their great job of keeping our school clean and safe 
inside and out! We are very thankful to have these 
dedicated people on the job. 

We also want to thank everyone for their donations that 
were made at the Christmas concert. The Barrhead 
FCSS Foodbank received $425.00 cash, and 108lbs in 
food items. Thank you for your support! 

Mrs. Carmen van Heyst has completed her work as a 
teacher in one of our grade two classes. We would like 
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to offer a big thank you to Mrs. van Heyst for the 
blessing she has been not only to her students but to our 
entire school. 

We are pleased to announce that Mrs. Renee Rentz has 
returned from her maternity leave. She will be teaching 
grade two. Welcome back, Mrs. Rentz! We are excited 
to have you working with our team once again. 

 

Hot lunch Fundraiser 
The Grade 9 class is offering a Pizza hot lunch as a 
fundraiser on January 16th. The proceeds will help them 
pay for a trip to the Telus World of Science. Thank you 
for your support. Order forms need to be returned by 
Monday January 13th. 
  
 

On-line Clothing Store 
   Our on-line clothing store is available to order 
anytime, no limits on ordering. We have the website 
linked on our web page.                    
 

PHSD Board News 
Approved 2025-2026 School Year Calendar 

Following an extensive consultation process the calendar 
reflects our commitment to balancing instructional time, staff 
planning needs, and family considerations. The calendar 
retains the structure and rhythm of the 2024-2025 school 
year. 

• First Day Back (for students): August 27th, 2025 
• Fall Break: November 10-14th, 2025 
• Last Day (for students): June 24th, 2026 

School Board Election Day October 20th, 2025 

Nomination forms are now available online for School Board 
Elections in Alberta!  If anyone has election related questions, 
please call Secretary Treasurer Heather Nanninga @ 780-674-
8504. You can also find all the information on our 
website: www.pembinahills.ca.  

 Bylaw 07-2024: Requiring Criminal Record Checks for Trustees 

The Board conducted the second and third readings of Bylaw 
07-2024, which requires prospective trustee candidates to 
submit both a criminal record check and a child intervention 
record check as part of their nomination package. This aligns 
with recent amendments to the Local Authorities Election 
Act.  

We also addressed several key election preparation 
requirements including the appointment of the returning 
officers, procedures for advanced voting and elector 
assistance at home, and clarifying eligibility for institutional 
votes including staff participation. 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a happy, healthy and 
prosperous new year! Let's continue working together to 
inspire and support our students to their full potential! 

 
Career Day 

On Wednesday January 29 students are encouraged to 
participate in Career day, dress up in what you would 
like your career to be. This is just for fun. 

         

Sports 

Jr. High Basketball 
Jr. High Basketball Tier 1 and 2 teams will be going to 
Onoway for their first tournament on Jan. 
10 and 11th, good luck to all 
teams participating! 

Games:  

January 15- Tier 1 at BCHS 

January 16- Tier 2 at BCHS 

January 23- Tier 1 at Swan Hills leaving at noon, Tier 2 
at Pembina North 

January 28- Tier 2 at Clyde 

January 29- Tier 1 in Neerlandia  

Practice times: 

Boys practice Monday and Wednesday from 3:40-
5:15pm 

Girls practice:  Tier 1 and 2 Girls practice Tuesday 
from 3:40- 5:00 pm. Thursday Tier 2 practice at 3:40-
5:00pm, Tier 1 practice at 5:00 pm-6:15 pm. 

Please make sure all forms and fees and completed 
through PowerSchool. 

Elementary Basketball will begin with noon hour 
practices starting January 20, Monday and Wednesdays. 
More information will be sent home with students. 

 

 

http://www.pembinahills.ca/


Running Teams (Jr. High/Elem) This program will 
begin mid January: More details will be sent through 
School Messenger. Permission forms will also be 
available soon. Mr. Brent Wierenga is the coach. 

Important Dates for the Running team: 

Butterdome Practice Feb. 10, leave at 1:00PM return at 
8:00PM. Grades that are going will be determined soon. 

Jr. High Eliminations Feb. 20, leave at 2:30pm and 
return at 7:30pm 

Elementary Eliminations Feb. 24, leave at 8am and 
return at 3:00pm 

Finals for Jr. High and Elementary Saturday March 8th 
all day. 

Dates for practices at the Barrhead Arena have not yet 
been decided. More info to come. 

 

NCES/NPCSC News 
- Watch for ticket information at the end of January, for 
our NCES live auction and dinner, March 7. 

- If you would like to donate to the NCES auction, 
please contact Cassie Wierenga at 780-718-2209. 

- We continue to accept NCES Family and Associate 
Memberships. Cost is $300/family or $150/ grandparent 
or community member. These funds go towards PCCE 
fees, Christian curriculum, Christian Teacher 
Development, and more. Thank you to families who 
have submitted their fees.  

- Mark your calendars: NCES Community Dinner and 
Auction March 7, 2025.  

- If you would like to volunteer with NCES during Hot 
Lunches, or any other NCES event, PHSD volunteer 
forms and required criminal record checks must be 
completed and handed into the office. 

- Our next NPCSC/NCES meeting is January 20, 7pm 
at NPCS. 

NCES Board of Directions 2024-25 Kirstie Schatz 
(Chair), Charlene Fleming (Vice Chair/ Playground 
Liaison), Alanna Breitkreitz (Secretary), Laura Braucht 
(Treasurer), Shawna Sotnikow (Hot Lunch 
Coordinator), Sandra Olthuis (Community/PCCE Rep), 
Cassie Wierenga (Fundraiser Laison), Julaine Greilach 
(Member at Large) 

 

 

Library News 
January Library Hours 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00AM-4:30PM 

Closed on all Fridays 

 Annual General 
Meeting- Monday, 
January 13 at 7:00PM. All 
are welcome! 

Lego Contest – Thursday, January 16 9:00am –    
12:00PM Please bring entries on Wednesday, 
January 15 or morning (Jan 16) of competition 
before 9 AM. 

Rhyme Time will begin Wednesday, January 8 
from 10:15 – 11:00AM and will run every 
Wednesday for 10 weeks. 

Book Club will meet Tuesday, January 28 at 
7:30PM. We will be discussing “Remarkably 
Bright Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt and “Small 
Things like These” by Claire Keegan. 

 

Calendar of Events 
Jan. 6 – First day back to School 

Jan. 10 – Alternate Day, no classes 

Jan. 16 – Pizza Lunch Fundraiser 

Jan. 17 – Alternate Day, no classes 

Jan. 20 – NPCSC/NCES meeting 7:00pm at NPCS 

Jan. 24 – Alternate day, no classes 

Jan. 29 – Career Day 

Jan. 31 – Teacher Day, no students 

Looking Ahead 

Feb. 6 & 7 – Teachers Convention 

Feb. 14 – Alternate Day, no classes 

Feb. 17 – Family Day Holiday 

Feb. 26 – Pink Shirt Day 

Feb. 28 – Alternate Day, no classes 

 

 
 



 
 


