
   
 
 
 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
With Christmas coming later this month, I am sure you 
are preparing for some traditional family activities, or 
maybe you are building some new ones.  In the P & B 
Raju Family, we stole a tradition that Bonita's parents 
(my father-in-law and mother-in-law) started when 
Bonita was younger, and this is the reason why our 
Christmas gift exchange takes a full day to 
complete.  Before you get all concerned about the Rajus 
succumbing to commercialism and buying way too 
many gifts, let me explain what we do. 
 
We give gifts from every member of the family to every 
member of the family, but the material gift isn't really 
the tradition.  The tradition has to do with the gift before 
the gift.  What?  Yes, we give the gift of an appreciation 
before we give a material gift.  That means that the giver 
says what he or she appreciates about the recipient.  And 
this can take a long time, considering that we have six 
children, three of them are married, and many of my 
children (and grandchildren) have taken after their rather 
verbose father and Thatha (yup, that's me). 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 5:11, the Bible says: 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other 
up, just as in fact you are doing. 
 
It is so exciting to see our students do this in school.  I 
have witnessed students giving encouraging words to 
others when they are down, or when they have seen 
someone do something good.  It is exciting to see how 
this encourages students to continue doing good work, 
including the good work of encouraging one another. 
 
I have also had the pleasure of hearing parents encourage 
staff.  I know firsthand how this causes me to try to do 
even better in my job in the future.  Thank you for 
feeding into a culture of caring. 
 

I am so blessed to work with a staff that believes that our 
students are able to do their best when they are 
encouraged.  I see tangible care and support for our 
students, from our staff, as they focus on telling students 
what they are doing well. 
 
Being in administration, I have had the wonderful 
opportunity to hear from students who have stopped in 
to tell me how a staff member's encouragement to them 
set them on a path that allowed them to play their part in 
God's story and do His redeeming work.  This happened 
to me when my elementary school music teacher entered 
me in the Barrhead Rotary Music Festival for singing, 
and I won gold.  I honestly don't think I was that great of 
a singer, but Mrs. Gross's belief in me gave me 
confidence to continue to sing in public, which in turn 
allowed me to grow in my abilities, so that now I have 
confidence to lead others in singing to worship God. 
 
Neerlandia Public Christian School is a wonderful place 
where staff, students and parents treat each other as 
supportive family, and continually look out for the best 
interest of each other.  As we enter the Christmas break, 
don't forget to encourage your immediate and extended 
family, as well as others God puts in your path.  Christ 
gave His all for us; let's give what we can to those 
around us.  A simple word of encouragement can create 
ripples that change lives for God's glory, in ways we 
may never fully see. 
 
Prakash Raju 
Principal 
 
 

School Wide News 

We are pleased to announce that Ms. Cara Corcoran is 
our new Gr. 3 teacher. She is covering for Mrs. 
Thompson’s leave. Welcome Ms. Corcoran! 
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St. Nicks Day- Dec. 6 

NPCS students will be celebrating St. Nick Day on 
Friday, December 6 in the afternoon. 

St. Nick will be meeting with 
the Gr. 1 -Gr.3 classes in the 
foyer. (Kindergarten is not 
here that day) 

St. Nick will pop into the 
other classes to say “Hi” if 
time allows. 

Students will be given pizza 
for lunch. We are asking each 
child to bring in $2.00 to help 
cover the costs. The 
remainder of the costs will be covered by our NCES 
(Parent Council). A big thank you to them! 

After lunch students will be playing games and fun events 
in their classrooms for the afternoon. 

 

Christmas Concert 

Our Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday 
December 18 at 7:00pm in the Neerlandia Christian 
Reformed Church sanctuary. Everyone is welcome and 
we look forward to seeing all community members 
attend this evening. We will also have a dress rehearsal 
at 1:00pm on Tues. Dec.17 (also at the church). If you 
can’t make the evening concert, you are welcome to 
attend the dress rehearsal Tues. afternoon. 
  
 

On-line Clothing Store 

   Our on-line clothing store is available to order 
anytime, no limits on ordering. We have the website 
linked on our web page.                    

 

PHSD Board News 

Transportation Safety: Preventing Dangerous Bus 
Fly-Bys 
 
Our school division has observed a troubling increase in 
“fly-by” incidents—instances where vehicles illegally 
pass stopped school buses with flashing red lights. These 
dangerous violations, occurring in both rural areas and 
town limits, pose a serious risk to the safety of our 
students. Fly-by incidents are preventable, but it requires 
a collective effort from all community members. 
 
 

How you can help: 
• Stop When Red Lights Are Flashing: This is a legal 
requirement and critical for protecting our students. 
• Stay Alert Near Bus Stops: be cautious and prepare to 
stop. 
• Promote Bus Safety Education: Families are 
encouraged to teach children to wait for the driver’s 
signal before crossing the road. 
  
Cell Phone and Social Media Use by Students AP 80-
07 
The Division has created this new AP, which addresses 
the use of personal mobile devices and social media by 
students. This aligns with the 2023 UNESCO Global 
Education Monitoring Report and Ministerial Order 
#014/2024, focusing on limiting distractions during 
instructional time to enhance student learning and 
mental health. 
• Restricted Use During Class: Personal mobile 
devices (PMDs) are not permitted during instructional 
time. They must be stored securely in lockers or 
classrooms and powered off. 
• Exceptions: Devices may be used for medical 
purposes or as part of an Individualized Support Plan, 
with proper documentation and approval. 
• Field Trips: PMDs may be used during transportation 
but must be powered off during instructional activities. 
• Social Media: Access is blocked on school networks 
and devices, ensuring focus and safety during the school 
day. 
  
Proposed Bylaw: Criminal Record Checks for Trustee 
Nominations 
The first reading of Bylaw 07-2024 was passed, which 
would require all trustee candidates to submit a criminal 
record check and intervention record check as part of 
their nomination package. This bylaw aligns with recent 
changes to the Local Authorities Election Act and 
emphasizes the board’s commitment to transparency, 
safety, and accountability.  The second and third 
readings will follow at upcoming board meetings. 
  
Wishing everyone a joyful and peaceful Christmas. May 
this time bring you happiness, togetherness, and the 
opportunity to create cherished memories with your 
loved ones. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Victoria Kane  
Trustee 
 

 

 

        

         



Sports 

Elementary Volleyball 

The elementary Volleyball players 
finished their season at the 
Westlock Spirit Center on Nov. 28. 
A big thank you to Mr. Brent 
Wierenga and Mrs. Char Nanninga 
for making this such a great season for the students. 

Jr. High Basketball 

Jr. High Basketball season is just beginning. There will 
be two girls’ teams. Mrs. Lorna Strydhorst will be 
coaching the Gr. 7 team and Mr. Knol and Mrs. Kym 
Peters will be coaching the 8/9 girls’ team. Mr. Trenton 
Wierenga will be coaching the boys 7/8/9 team. 

Practice times: 

Boys practice Monday and Wednesday from 3:40-
5:15pm 

Girls practice:  For the month of December all girls’ 
teams will practice Tuesday/Thursday 3:45-5:00pm 

We are asking that previous sports fees are paid before 
students are able to play games. 

 

NCES/NPCSC News 

-NCES held a Hamburger Hot Lunch on November 20. 
Thank you to Shawna Sotnikow, Stacy McBeth, Eva 
Visser, and Ellie Hollierhoek for volunteering. Our next 
Hot Lunch will be January 21. 

-NCES is now providing Hot Lunch Subsidy for 
families who are not able to afford the cost. This is a 
confidential program. Simply check the box on the 
Order Form and your children’s meal will be covered. 

- During St Nick Day on Dec 6, NCES will be 
offsetting the cost for the pizza lunch. We hope all 
students and staff enjoy the festivities! 

- Highlights from our Nov 18 NCES meeting include: 

- Providing opinion and feedback on the PHSD 
proposed 2025-26 School Year Calendar 

-Finalizing discussion of Policy 30 passed by PHSD. 

- Started plans for the Live Auction and Dinner to 
support NCES on March 7 

- If you would like to donate to the live or silent 
auction, please contact Cassie Wierenga at 780-718-
2209 (call or text). 

- Once again, the beef jerky fundraiser through 
Medicine Hat Meat Traders was a huge success, raising 
+$1800! 

-We continue to accept NCES Family and Associate 
Memberships. Cost is $300/family or $150/grandparent 
or community member. These funds go towards PCCE 
fees, Christian curriculum, Christian Teacher 
Development, and more. Thank you to families who 
have submitted their fees. 

-Mark your calendars: NCES Community Dinner and 
Auction March 7, 2025. 

-If you would like to volunteer with NCES during Hot 
Lunches, or any other NCES event, PHSD volunteer 
forms and required criminal record checks must be 
completed and handed into the office. 

- We would like to wish all NPCS families, staff, and 
students a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

-Our next NPCSC/NCES meeting is January 20, 7pm at 
NPCS. 

NCES Board of Directions 2024-25 Kirstie Schatz 
(Chair), Charlene Fleming (Vice Chair/ Playground 
Liaison), Alanna Breitkreitz (Secretary), Laura Braucht 
(Treasurer), Shawna Sotnikow (Hot Lunch 
Coordinator), Sandra Olthuis (Community/PCCE Rep), 
Cassie Wierenga (Fundraiser Laison), Julaine Greilach 
(Member at Large) 

 

Safety Drills 

We will have our annual hold and secure drill and 
lockdown drill during the next few months.  These 
practice drills help us make sure that staff and students 
understand what to do during a hold and secure, or a 
lockdown.  Before each practice drill, teachers will 
explain the procedures to students.  Teachers will also 
talk to students about why we practice these drills – 
which is to help students learn what to do in order to be 
safe. 

A hold a secure is used when there is danger outside of 
the school.  In this situation, outside doors are locked 
and blinds are lowered, but otherwise school goes on as 
normal and we keep staff and students inside the 
school. 

Our plan is to complete the hold and secure drill before 
the Christmas break, and we will have our lockdown 
drill in the new school year.  Please watch for more 
details about the lockdown drill in a future note home. 



Library News 

December Library Hours 

Monday-Thursday 

9:00AM-4:30PM 

All Day Friday, December 6 

9:00AM-4:30PM 

Christmas Break- 

library will be closed Dec. 20-January 5. 

Library will be open 1 day during the break on Thursday, 
January 2 from 9:00AM-4:30PM. 

 

Lego- Building Competition will be held 
Thursday, January 16, 2025. 

Theme: Rebuilding Fairytales 

Registration forms will be available at the library 
and should be handed in by Tuesday, January 7, 
2025. 

 

Rhyme Time will begin again on Wednesday, January 
10 from 10:15-11:00AM. It will run for 10 weeks. 

Gift Card Fundraiser-thanks to everyone who 
supported our gift card fundraiser. We made $540.00 
profit. 

Gift cards should be here by Friday. 
We are having a puzzle exchange again 
this year. 

Bring a puzzle in and take a new one. It 
will run for the month of December. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

Dec. 6 – St. Nick Day(afternoon) 

Dec. 13 – Alternate day, no classes 

Dec. 17 -Dress rehearsal for Christmas Concert(1pm) 

Dec. 18 – Christmas Concert 7:00pm 

Dec. 19 – Last day of classes for 2024, also Pajama Day 

Dec. 20- Jan. 5 2025 – Christmas Break 

Jan. 6. First day back in the New Year 

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

Looking Ahead in January 2025 

Jan. 10 - Alternate day, no classes 

Jan. 17 – Alternate day, co classes 

Jan. 24 – Alternate day, no classes 

Jan. 31 – Teacher Day, no students 

 

 

 


