The thing that | enjoy most with my children is having
family gatherings. Bonita and | are so blessed to still be
able to regularly gather all of our family together
(including all members of the families of our married
children). We have so much fun eating together, playing
games together, or just chatting. | can often be seen just
watching the group, marveling at the awesome sight of
everyone in one place, interacting with one another. | get
so excited when this happens. For me, this is the greatest
gift my children could give me.

At the school, we also have "family gatherings.” | am so
blessed to be able to see the students and staff all come
together for weekly chapels. | have even had the good
fortune of leading some of these chapels. When Mrs.
Seatter is leading a chapel, | can often be seen standing in
the back of the room, marveling at the participation of
our students, especially the leadership shown by our older
students actively participating. Then | am overcome and
whole heartedly join in myself.

Hebrew 10:23-25 says: Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. And let
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

I have seen our students do just that at our chapels.
Spurring one another on to do good, as we meet together.

But it goes even further, with our school assemblies. |
have been so blessed to see our greater school community
join us at our assemblies. Seeing parents, grandparents,
uncles, aunts, and other community members, actively
participate in our assemblies, causes me to be overcome
by the sight of people from all parts of our school family,
meeting together and spurring each other on.

Encouraging one another to love others and show love to
God through doing our best and through other acts of
worship. Please consider doing this once more by joining
us on Thursday, November 7, at 11am, as we have a
Remembrance Day assembly.

In March, parents, grandparents, and other adult
community members will have a chance to gather
together once again, as the Neerlandia Christian
Education Society hosts a whole community fundraiser. It
will be so fun to see this "family gathering," as those who
are long-time members of the school community, get
together with those who are new. | look forward to
meeting most, or hopefully all of you, at this event.

In our Neerlandia Public Christian School family, which
is a small part of God's Kingdom, it is so wonderful to
see so many gathering together and encouraging one
another: both young and old alike. Thank you for joining
our times together and being an example to the younger
ones.

Blessings,
Prakash Raju
Principal

We donated 1871bs to the FCSS Food bank. Thank you to
all who sent items in!

Remembrance Day Assembly will
be held on Thursday November 7 at
11:00am. This will take place in the
gym, everyone is welcome to attend.
Poppies are available to all students-
donations will be collected in each
classroom.




Board Report:

Board Approves Policy 30: "A Place for All" - Which
highlights our commitment to inclusivity and support for
every student, staff member and family in our

Division. Our Division is truly unique, shaped by the
diverse programs we offer and the vibrant communities
we serve. We celebrate the distinct needs that define
Pembina Hills School Division.

Enrolment Update: The latest enrollment report

showed variations in student numbers across the division,
with Neerlandia Public Christian School experiencing
growth - adding 4 students, bringing your total to 262 this
year!

New Employee Cell Phone Use AP: - which fosters a
professional and safe learning environment for
employees. They are expected to model responsible
device usage, limit personal communications during
instructional hours.

Our next board meeting will be on November 27, 2024.

We will be sending home a print copy

of Progress Reports with Grade 1-9 lpyrm
students on Thurs. Nov. 21. e
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All Grade 7-9 parents/guardians have
access to their child’s marks, etc. at any
time of the year via Powerschool.

Our NCES/Parent Council will be hosting a hamburger
hot lunch on Wednesday Nov. 20. Order forms will go
home with the youngest child of each family on Wed. Oct.
30 and need to be returned by Thurs. Nov. 7.

Library Gift Card fundraiser is coming sometime in
November. We will let you know more details when they
become available by school messenger. Orders are
usually taken in November and are ready to be picked up

first week in December.
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Thank you to everyone that
purchased cases of apples in
support of our Music Program. We
raised close to $1400.00.

Smart Photography

will be here on the o
morning of Thursday E\ Pﬂ@ﬁﬂﬂg@
November 21, to take ""‘6 @@Vo
individual pictures. L

Anyone who missed

our October date will have the opportunity to have their
picture taken on this day. Each student was given a
picture form with their own unique code to order
online—please keep this form.

We will have our St. Nick
Day celebration on Friday
December 6 during the
afternoon. Once we finalize
all the details we will send
out information via School
Messenger.

Classroom teachers will also
be sending out information
for their own classes.

Volleyball

Jr. High Volleyball is wrapping up
for the season. All teams have
played very well and brought home
some medals!

Our Tier 1 Girls team will be
playing in zone finals November 5- we hope they have a
great time!

A Big Thank You to the coaches:

Tier 1 Girls- Carmen Van Heyst & Ruby Stoik
Tier 1 Boys- Shelley Dykstra & Vanessa Duerr
Tier 2 Girls- Katlyn Wierenga & Janelle De Vries
Tier 2 Boys- Natalie Kerckhof

Elementary Volleyball

Players need to complete online field trip forms and pay
a fee of $20 before they can play away games.

Practices are held during noon recess.



Elementary Volleyball Games:
Oct. 30 only Red teams- Fort Assiniboine 12:30pm-4pm
Nov. 5 only White teams in Westlock 2pm-5:30pm

Nov. 20 Boys team black and both girls’ teams will play
in Neerlandia from 12:30-3pm

Nov. 28 - Final tournament at the Westlock Spirit
Center, buses leave first thing and back for buses at the
end of the day.

Any questions please contact the coach- Mr. Brent
Wierenga

-NCES held our first Hot Lunch of the year on October
22. Thank you to Shawna Sotnikow, Charlene Fleming,
Lindsay Pohl, and Julie Blum for handing out hot dogs
and chocolate milk!

The next hot lunch will be November 20.

-NCES is now providing Hot Lunch Subsidy for families
who are not able to afford the cost. This is a confidential
program. Simply check the box on the Order Form and
your children’s meal will be covered.

- On October 21, NCES welcomed Gayle Monsma from
PCCE, providing Board Orientation to NCES board
members. This was a good time of information,
development, and discussion.

Highlights from our Oct 21 NCES meeting include:

- Providing travel and lodging funds for teachers to
attend the PCCE Christian Teacher’s Conference in
Taber October 24-25

-Discussion surrounding the replacement of dying trees,
which NCES planted a number of years ago. Lisa, who
is the Shelter Belt Tree Consultant for the County of
Barrhead is providing input on this project.

- Beef Jerky Fundraiser: Ordering and Payments are now
closed. Delivery set for after the November break.
Watch your email and social media for pick up date.

-We continue to accept NCES Family and Associate
Memberships. Cost is $300/family or $150/grandparent
or community member. These funds go towards PCCE
fees, Christian curriculum, Christian Teacher
Development, and more. Thank you to families who
have submitted their fees.

-Mark your calendars: NCES Community Dinner and
Auction March 7, 2025.

-If you would like to volunteer with NCES during Hot
Lunches, or any other NCES event, PHSD volunteer
forms and required criminal record checks must be
completed and handed into the office.

-Our next NPCSC/NCES meeting is November 18, 7pm
at NPCS.

NCES Board of Directions 2024-25 Kirstie Schatz
(Chair), Charlene Fleming (Vice Chair/Playground
Liaison), Alanna Breitkreitz (Secretary), Laura Braucht
(Treasurer), Shawna Sotnikow (Hot Lunch Coordinator),
Sandra Olthuis (Community/PCCE Rep), Cassie
Wierenga (Fundraiser Laison), Julaine Greilach
(Member at Large)

November Library Hours

Monday-Thursday
9:00AM-4:30PM

Library closed
for Fall Break November 11-13,15

Library open
Thursday, Nov. 14
9:00AM-4:30PM

Nov. 1 - Teacher day, no classes

Nov. 5 - Tier 1 Volleyball Zones and Elementary
Volleyball in Fort Assiniboine(pm)

Nov. 7 - Remembrance Day assembly 11am

Nov. 8 - Alternate Day, no classes

Nov. 11 - Remembrance Day

Nov. 14 - Library open 9am-4:30pm

Nov. 12-15 - Break, no classes

Nov. 18 - First day back after break

Nov. 20 - NCES hot lunch and Elementary Volleyball in
Neerlandia (12:30-3pm)

Nov. 21 - Picture Retake day and Progress Reports go
home

Nov. 28 - Wacky Sock Day and Elementary volleyball in
Westlock All Day

Nov. 29 - Alternate day, no classes

Looking Ahead

Dec. 6 - St. Nick Day, p.m. (Fri.)
Dec.18 - Christmas Concert

Dec. 20 - Alternate day, no classes
Dec. 23/24-Jan. 3/25 - Christmas Break
First day back is Jan. 6 2025









