Many years ago, my cousin told me about a tree near
the Vega ferry, that had several different varieties of
apples growing on it. Recently, | was thinking about
how such a tree could help me understand the words
in Romans 11 that illustrate through an analogy, how
God has brought us into his family and made us full
members.

I decided to investigate the story of this tree a bit
more. Someone suggested that | chat with Bert, who
lives near the ferry, to see what he knew about this
tree. Bert told me that this tree really does exist, and
it can be found inside the fence that surrounds the
tower near the ferry. He told me that grafts that are
done to make the branches from other apple trees
grow on another tree heal so that one can’t see where
the original tree stops and the grafted branch starts.

In Romans 11, we are told that even though 1 am a
gentile, I have been fully included as part of God's
family: part of His chosen people. Although I am not
less than God's original chosen people, | am
cautioned not to think of myself as better than those
who were originally chosen and remain part of God's
family. This is further emphasized by the fact that no
branch has power on its own, but it gets all that it
needs from the roots, which represent our God, our
source.

Whether your family has gone to this school for
generations, or you have been grafted into the school
recently, | pray that you feel like you are fully part
of the family at Neerlandia Public Christian School.
I also pray that we all remember that we receive the
power to play an important part in God's story not
because of what we are able to do on our own, but
rather because our power comes from God. | pray

that none of us feel less or more important than any
other member of this family. And I pray most
importantly, that | (Prakash Raju) understand this.

My prayer is that | remember that | have an
important role to play at Neerlandia Public Christian
School, just as you have an important role in our
family. May | be both empowered by God enabling
me to do this work, and humbled by the
understanding that many others -- currently, in the
past, and in the future -- are just as important to God
and just as important in His plan.

Play your part with humility and confidence.

Blessings,
Prakash Raju
Principal

P.S. If you have any additional information about
the tree | spoke of, and especially if you have a
picture of this tree, please contact me

at prakash.raju@pembinahills.ca to tell me about
it. 1 would like to share this information with the
students on Friday this week.

Welcome back to a new school year! Can you
believe it’s October already? As we celebrate the
season, I’d like to wish everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving!

I’'m pleased to announce our new board leadership:
Chair: David Truckey

Vice-Chair: Judy Lefebvre

We are committed to strengthening connections
within our community and encourage all parents to
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stay engaged. Your involvement is key to our
success!

Modernization and Rightsizing of BCHS:

I’m excited to report that the long-awaited
modernization of Barrhead Composite High School
(BCHS) will begin in Spring/Summer 2025. This
project is especially important as many of
Neerlandia students transition to BCHS for high
school. The modernization will bring significant
upgrades, including improvements to classrooms,
CTS and drama spaces, as well as updates to the
mechanical, electrical, and roofing systems. These
changes will create a state-of-the-art learning
environment, ensuring our students receive the best
educational experience as they enter their final three
years of school.

Modular Classrooms for Neerlandia:
To accommodate our growing school and provide
the best possible learning space, we are working

hard at an application to secure a modular classroom.

The provincial government has committed to adding
20,000 new modular spaces across Alberta over a 4
year time period. This additional space would help
us manage class sizes and ensure that all students
have access to a quality learning environment. We’ll
keep you updated as this development progresses.

Melissa Hanna’s Resignation:

I’d like to take a moment to recognize Melissa
Hanna, who has recently resigned as trustee for
Swan Hills and Fort Assiniboine. Melissa has been a
dedicated advocate for her communities, and her
presence will be greatly missed at the board table.
We wish her all the best in her future endeavors.

Lastly, I want to thank our Neerlandia families for
your ongoing support. Whether it’s attending school
council meetings, volunteering, or staying informed,
your involvement strengthens our school
community. Together, we can continue to make
Neerlandia a great place for our children to learn and
grow.

Our school division is continuing to use an online system
called SchoolEngage to collect and process student
enrolment information and annual demographic updates.
All families are required to fill out forms online each year
through your PowerSchool accounts. Thanks to everyone
who has completed these forms. We still have some
forms that have not been completed. If you are having
problems with this form, please contact the office.
Newsletters will be posted on our webpage:
https://www.neerlandiaschool.ca/news-events/newsletter/

NPCS Parent Meetings -K-9 parents can schedule a 15-
minute meeting for each child with homeroom teachers
on either Tues. Oct. 8 (4:30-7:30) OR Wed. Oct.9
(4:30-7:30). These are in person meetings to be held in
classrooms. We would like just the parents to attend
these meetings (not the children).

Volunteer Forms F4-60 can be picked up from the office
(or you can download from our webpage). These should
be completed and handed into the homeroom teachers or
the office before you can volunteer in the school or on
school trips. If you have already completed this form in a
previous year, you do not need to fill it out again.

Driver’s forms: If you help out by driving students to
extra-curricular activities such as sporting events we need
a Driver’s form filled out gach year. The amount of
liability insurance required to drive students is $2 million,
so please check with your insurance company to make
sure you have this coverage before filling out the driver's
form.

We have copies of the 7-120A Driver Authorization form
in the office, or you can download it from our webpage.

(Students & Parents Info Tab — permission forms)

Smart Photography will be here on the morning of
Tuesday October 15, to take individual pictures.

{é} Picture
;-‘@ Day!

We are asking students to bring in food donations. These



will be taken to the Barrhead Food Bank. These items can
be brought in during the week of Oct. 7-10. Parents can
bring to parent meetings (Oct. 8&9) or to Thanksgiving
assembly to be held on Oct. 10 at 11:00am.

Staff members will deliver food items to FCSS. Thanks
for your support.

Students from NPCS and Covenant Canadian
Reformed School participated in
the Terry Fox Run on Friday
Sept.20.

Thanks to the NCES who supplied k\
popsicles and thanks to the

volunteers that helped with set-up

and running this event.

Our total amount raised was $966.25!

Hello NPCS Community,

I am excited that the music program at NPCS will be
partaking in Davison Orchards Apple Fundraiser.

This fundraiser is to offset the costs for opportunities in
the Elementary music program as well as the Band
program. We are planning on attending the Winspear
Education Concerts with Elementary students grades 1-6
in Edmonton as well as the Barrhead Music Festival.
The band will once again be attending music festivals in
Barrhead and Edmonton, workshops, and an overnight
Band Camp. We are offering 3 varieties of delicious BC
Apples that have come from the Davison Orchards in
BC. Choices are: Davison Honeycrisp ($45 /15 Ib box)
Ambrosia ($35/15 Ib box) Gala ($35/15 Ib box)
Okanagan Blend surprise mix ($38/15Ib box)

Order forms may be completed online via PowerSchool
or with a paper form that has gone home to each family.
Extra forms are available in the office. (If paying by
cheque please make payable to NPCS)

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any
questions please let me know.

Elementary Soccer: Grade 5/6 soccer will be

wrapping up soon-depends on the weather. They
have a tournament in Fort Assiniboine Friday
Oct.4. Thanks to all who participated and a big
thank you to Mrs. L Seatter & Mrs. Peters for
helping run this program.

Grade 6 Students enjoyed playing soccer at the
Sunny Bend Colony on Sept. 23 in the afternoon.

Our Jr. High students went to Fawcett to
participate in a soccer tournament on Thurs.
Sept.26.

Jr. High Volleyball- practices will continue for
our volleyball teams. Teams will have games and
tournaments coming up. Coaches will keep
players & parents posted on updated news &
events.

Cross Country Runners- our Elem. & Jr. High
runners competed in a divisional event at
Westlock Golf course on Sept.18. They did very
well!

--NCES handed out over 400 popsicles Sept 20, to all
Terry Fox Run participants from NPCS and CCRS.
Thank you to board members Kirstie Schatz, Alanna
Breitkreitz, Shawna Sotnikow,and Julaine Greilach who
volunteered.

- Highlights from our Sept 23 NPCSC/NCES meeting
include:

-Trustee Kane and Superintendent Cooper in attendance
to add great dialogue to our discussions.

-Approved spending for replacement of a flute for the
band department.

- Approval of a pilot project to subsidize hot lunch costs
for families in need.

- CFEP Grant application has been submitted for our
Phase 111 of the playground build.

Thank you to Sheri Strydhorst for her work in
completing these application forms.

- Beef Jerky Fundraiser through Medicine Hat Meat
Traders is returning October 15. Forms and

payment must be submitted by October 28 with delivery
after the November break.

- NCES Family and Associate Membership forms have
gone out. Cost is $300/family or $150/

grandparent or community member. These funds go



towards PCCE fees, Christian curriculum,Christian
Teacher Development, and more.

-Mark your calendars: First Hot Lunch: October 22,
NCES Community Dinner and Auction March 7, 2025.

-If you would like to volunteer with NCES during Hot
Lunches, or any other NCES event, PHSD volunteer
forms and required criminal record checks must be
completed and handed into the office.

-Our next NCES meeting is October 21, 8pm at NPCS.
NCES Board of Directions 2024-25

Kirstie Schatz (Chair), Charlene Fleming (Vice
Chair/Playground Liaison), Alanna Breitkreitz
(Secretary), Laura Braucht (Treasurer), Shawna
Sotnikow (Hot Lunch Coordinator), Sandra Olthuis
(Community/PCCE Rep), Cassie Wierenga (Fundraiser
Laison), Julaine Greilach (Member at Large)

Library Hours
Monday-Thursday
9:00AM-4:30PM
We are open
Friday October 4 &18
We are closed

Monday October 14 for Thanksgiving

A huge thank you to all the students and parents that
helped with our chocolate bar sale and the

community for buying them. The funds made is spent on
our summer program and new books. We

couldn’t do it without you!

Book Club meets October 1st at 7:30PM in the library.
Bring your favorite titles from you summer

reading or just come to hear about everyone’s favorite
reads. The next book we will be reading is, “The

Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell”.

Please come to the library when we do not have classes.
The schedule is posted on our Facebook

account.

Oct.4--School
Oct.8&9 —Parent Meetings (4:30-7:30)
Oct. 10 -Thanksgiving Assembly

Oct.10--deadline for apple Fundraiser orders to be in
Oct. 11 — Alternate Day- No Classes

Oct. 14 — Monday Thanksgiving Day- No school
Oct.15- Individual Picture Day

Oct. 21—NCES meeting 8:00pm
Oct.22—NCES hot lunch

Oct. 24 — Teacher Day, co classes

Oct.25 — Teacher Day, no classes
Oct.30—Wacky Hair day

Oct.30—Apples to arrive at NPCS

Looking Ahead:

Nov.1 — Teacher Day, no classes

Nov.11- Remembrance Day

Nov.12-15 Fall Break, no classes






