
 

 

Welcome back everyone! It is truly wonderful 
to be back with all of the staff and students starting off 
the new school year. We really enjoyed having the 
parents and community join for the pancake breakfast 
last week. What a lovely way to start the year singing 
and worshiping together in the gym and committing 
the year to Him. 

I’d like to assure parents that we will make this 
a normal and enjoyable school year for you children. 
No matter the rules and restrictions, we can always 
work within those to keep everyone safe yet allow the 
students to feel comfortable and look forward to being 
here every day. I personally believe we need to be 
balanced with all of the other rules or restrictions so 
people can truly enjoy being here, while remaining 
safe at school. Our staff is committed to making each 
and every day joyful and purposeful for your children. 
As always, I’m open to meeting with parents to clarify 
questions or concerns and am committed to being 
100% open and honest through everything and 
addressing any concerns. Here’s to a fantastic year!  

 
Mr. Brett Seatter, Principal 
 

School Wide News:
 

 

We had an awesome turnout for our Pancake Breakfast 
on Friday, Sept. 3. We need to thank several people that 
made this wonderful breakfast possible. Many of the 
NCES (Parent Council) were responsible for preparation 
and serving of the breakfast. They were: Amanda Batty, 
Nicole Wierenga, Annemiek Elzinga, Geraldine Wierenga, 
Sheri Strydhorst, Kym Peters & Charlene Fleming. There 

were also other volunteers that helped out – Nancy 
Schuurman, Jo Schuurman & Lisa De Vries. (hope we 
didn’t miss anyone) 

We also need to say a special thanks to our cooks:  

Larry De Vries, Paul Mc Beth & Barry Strydhorst (Coutts 
Logging crew). Also, thanks to Steve De Vries & Tyler 
Strydhorst that helped set up and move stoves from the 
Neerlandia Co-op. 

It was great to have so many people also stay for the first 
assembly of the year.  

 

 

COVID Updates – we will continue to communicate 
with you as we receive updates throughout the year.  

This fall, students can expect to participate in regular 
classes and activities such as performances, field trips, 
sports and other events. Alberta has moved from an 
emergency response for the COVID-19 pandemic to 
standard public health management.  

Please review the government's Parent's Guide for the 
2021-2022 School Year to learn more about how we will 
prevent and manage respiratory illnesses in our schools.   

Mask update – we will know more after the Pembina Hills 
Board meeting on Wed., Sept. 8th. 

Additional resources from the Alberta government are 
available at on the Alberta Government website: 
Preparing for a New School Year 
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https://open.alberta.ca/publications/parents-guide-2021-22-school-year
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/parents-guide-2021-22-school-year
https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
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Covid-19 School Immunization program – Alberta 
Health Services is offering one dose of the Covid-19 
vaccine to eligible students in Gr. 7-12 (born 2009 or 
earlier).  

All Pembina Hills schools will be offering this program; 
however, no child will be vaccinated without the 
permission of the parents/guardians.  Parents can 
download information and fill out the consent form   only 
if you want your child to be immunized and return form to 
office by Sept. 10. 

Here is the link: School Immunizations during COVID-19 
FAQ (albertahealthservices.ca) 

All back to school information is also posted on our 
Pembina Hills’  Back to School page.  

 

We are very excited that we have new students joining our 
school community for this school year.  They are: 

Student’s Names, Grade & Parent/Guardian’s Names 

Bentley Gravel, gr. 3 & Kinsley Gravel, gr. 2 
Parents are Michael & Briana Gravel 
Ruby Strickland, gr. 1 – Parents are Nicholas/Chelsea 
Strickland 
Kyra Aasman, gr. 5 & Callista Aasman, gr. 7 
Parents are James/Heather Aasman 
Welcome Back: Slomp, Edwin (2), Elise (3), Erik (5), 
Emily (6) (Evelin will join K) 
 
We also have several new children (31) joining us in the 
Kindergarten class and several of these are new families to 
our school & community.  
We hope you all feel welcome in our NPCS community, we 
are glad you are joining us! 

Staffing News 
 
We are happy to announce that we have a few new staff 
members for the 2021/2022 school year. 
We hope that they all will feel at home and part of our school 
community.  
Rhonda Spitzer (Loewen) – Mrs. Spitzer taught part-time gr. 
4 last year but it now a full-time gr. 1 teacher (Mrs. Renee 
Rentz is on maternity leave) 
Cinnamon Thompson (Forstey) – taught part-time gr. 3 up 
until Christmas break last year and has now returned to us to 
teach part-time Gr. 3 in the mornings. Welcome back! 

- Both Mrs. Spitzer & Mrs. Thompson have new 
names as they recently got married. Congrats! 

Katlyn Wierenga who was part time Gr 3 starting Jan. 2021 
has now become our Mon/Wed Kindergarten teacher. 
Laura Mast has started a maternity leave for this school year. 
Congratulations to her family as they welcomed a new baby 
girl, Joyce Elizabeth on Aug. 5. (that makes 3) Congrats! 
Also want to welcome Amanda Smith to our team. She was 
a former teacher at BCHS and is returning from a mat leave. 
She will be teaching part-time Gr. 5, some Jr. High & Elem. 
PE (a little bit of everything)   
Mrs. Henschel will be gr. 1 teacher this year (moved up from 
Kindergarten).  Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Henschel will be our 
Inclusive Ed lead teachers for this year.  
Another new teacher is Kerry Vanderwekken (yes, married 
to Adam). She is a grade 2 teacher – No, Mrs. Strydhorst has 
not left, she is also a grade 2 teacher as we need two classes 
due to our increased numbers. 
Also, welcome back to Megan Ferster, music teacher 
returning after a maternity leave. 
We were sorry to have to say farewell to Jesse Enns as his 
family has moved to Ontario. All the best in their future 
endeavours. 
 

ONLINE FORM & FEES - NEW 
IMPORTANT! 

New this fall - Our school division is using an online system 
called SchoolEngage to collect and process student 
enrolment information, annual demographic updates and 
permission forms. All families will be required to fill out 
forms online through your PowerSchool account. This 
will include the information connected with student 
registration as well as permission forms for field trips etc. To 
open SchoolEngage: 

• Sign in to PowerSchool 
• Click on Registration and Permission Forms in your 

main menu 
• If you do not have a PowerSchool account you will 

need to create one.   
 

When you open SchoolEngage, you will see that you have 
been assigned the Student Demographic Update Form for 
your child(ren).  

• The Student Demographic Update shows all of the 
information we have in our system. We need you 
to check that the information we have on file is 
correct. Please review, make corrections and 
changes if needed. 

 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-sch-school-imm-during-covid.pdf
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/assets/info/ppih/if-ppih-covid-19-sch-school-imm-during-covid.pdf
https://www.pembinahills.ca/schools-programs/back-to-school/
https://powerschool.pembinahills.ca/public/home.html
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This form also collects these annual consents and 
permissions: 

• Student FOIP 
• Technology Acceptable Use 
• Field Trip Within Walking Distance 
• School Physical Activity 

Please submit the form (for each child) by September 17th.  

Need help? If you need help creating your PowerSchool 
account or logging in, please call our PowerSchool 
administrator Melody Nelson at 780-305-1359 or email 
studentsupport@pembinahills.ca. If you are unable to 
complete your form online, please contact your school office 
to make other arrangements.  

Thank you for helping us improve the efficiencies of our 
student information systems.  

ONLINE FEES 

We would like everyone to pay student fees online (no 
cheques or cash if possible) 

Once you have set up your accounts in PowerSchool 
you will be able to pay for fees such as field trips, sports 
teams, t-shirts & hoodies, resale supplies (kanga 
pouches), etc. These fees will be posted online along 
with forms throughout the school year. 

Driver’s forms:  If you help out by driving students to extra-
curricular activities such as sporting events we need a Driver’s 
form filled out each year. The amount of liability insurance is at  
$2 million so please check with your insurance company to make 
sure you have this coverage before filling out driver’s form. 
We have copies of the 4-61 Driver’s forms in the office or you can 
download from our webpage and also the Volunteer form 4-60 
(Parents Tab – take home notes) 

 
SCHOOL PARKING LOT 

We have several staff members so our staff parking 
area is full. We have made parking signs for all the 
stalls. There is still one HANDICAP parking spot. 

We are asking PARENTS & GUESTS to please park 
in the drive-around area by the school and not in 
the parking lot during the school day for dropping 
off or picking up children.  Thank You! 

SCHOOL START/END TIME 

Bell Schedule 
Busses arrive:  8:10 – 8:15 am 
Morning Warning Bell:  8:20 am 
Classes begin:  8:25 am 
Morning Recess:  10:10 – 10:25 am 
Lunch Break:  11:55 – 12:10– students have time to eat 
12:10– 12:40 - elementary students to go outside 
Afternoon Recess:  2:10 – 2:25 pm 
Dismissal Time:  3:40 pm 
Busses leave at approx. 3:50 pm 
 

We are asking that students that walk or are being dropped 
off, please do not enter the school until 8:10 am (if other 
arrangements need to be made please contact the office. 

 

Neerlandia Christian Education Society (NCES)  

The NCES board met on August 23. It was a great to 
meet in-person at the school! Here are the highlights 
of our meetings: 

 NCES is looking forward to celebrating the start of 
the school year with the return of our pancake 
breakfast on Friday, September 3rd from 7:45-8:45am 

 Preschool! Will start October 4, 2021 at the 
Neerlandia Christian Reformed Church. 

Thank you again to the preschool committee who 
have been working hard to set up the classroom and 
put the necessary government approvals in place. We 
welcome our teacher, Jessica Properzi; Ramona 
DeVries our program assistant; and Nicole Wierenga 
our substitute program assistant. We have space for 
one more student. If you would like to register a little 
one, please contact Kym Peters for registration details 
at kympetersphotography@gmail.com. We look 
forward to offering this program again! 

mailto:studentsupport@pembinahills.ca
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 Bussing Reimbursement for Out-of-Boundary 
Families. If you are an out-of-boundary family, 
NCES will reimburse $150 per grade 1-9 student and 
$75 per kindergarten student. To receive this re-
imbursement, once you have paid your bussing 

fees to PHPS, send us a copy of your receipt by 
scanning and emailing it to BRL@mcsnet.ca or 
texting a picture of it to Laura Braucht (780-674-
7334). 

 NCES is looking for volunteers to assist with 
planning and securing funding for the new school 
playground. We are considering 2 options. If you are 
interested in participating in this playground 
subcommittee, please text Charlene Fleming at 780-
284-1534. 

 At the meeting, the NCES board had a governance 
session with Gayle Monsma from the Prairie Center 
for Christian Education (PCCE). Did you know that 
NCES pays $77/student to PCCE to supply our 
teachers with Christian Education curriculum and 
training? A large part of your NCES membership fees 
go to covering this cost to ensure Christian content in 
our public school! 

 The start of school is a busy time of year! NCES 
will send out our annual membership requests in 
October, once everyone is back into the fall routine. 

Memberships are optional and cost $300/family or 
$150 for grandparents/community members. Thank 
you for your years of financial support. We could not 
support Christian education without you! 

 You are welcome to join our next NCES board 
meeting scheduled for September 20, 2021. 

On behalf of the 2021-22 NCES board: 
 Sheri Strydhorst, Charlene Fleming, Annemiek 
Elzinga, Amanda Batty, Kym Peters, Laura Braucht, 
Nicole Wierenga and Geraldine Wierenga 
 

PHSD BOARD NEWS 
Board meeting broadcasts 
For the 2021-2022 school year board meetings will be 
recorded where possible and then will be posted to the 
division website. The board agendas, news and minutes are 
also posted for each meeting. 
 
The next school board meeting will be held at Regional 
Office on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 starting at 9:00 
a.m. with our new superintendent Michael Borgfjord. 
 

Run for School Trustee!  
• Do you have a passion for students and for 

education? 
• Do you enjoy serving your community?  

To learn more about trusteeship including what skills are 
required and what is involved please go to the division 
website at: https://www.pembinahills.ca/school-
board/election-2021/ 
Candidates must submit their package by noon on 
September 20, 2021 which is Nomination Day. 
The current board will remain in office until October 27th at 
which time the newly elected trustees will be sworn in and 
begin their term. 
  

Jennifer.Tuininga@pembinahills.ca 780-674-6579 H,  
780-284-0971 C 

  
Thanks to our Janitors! 

We again say a BIG THANK YOU to Van Beeks and their 
crew for the great job they do in cleaning our schools 
throughout the year and the extra cleaning that will be 
happening due to COVID protocol.  Let’s help keep our 
school looking great! 

Water Bottles 

Just want to let everyone know that the students will not 
have access to the water fountains. We ask that each child 
bring their own Water Bottles as they can fill them at the 
stations in the hallways. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

TERRY FOX RUN: 
This run will take place on Wednesday, 
Sept. 29 (start time: 10:30 am). 
NPCS is hosting this year. 
The Neerlandia Covenant Canadian 
Reformed students will be invited to 
join us once again. Parents & 

community members are also invited to join us. 

We will continue with our ‘toonies for Terry’ fundraiser 
and ask each student to bring a toonie.  

People are also welcome to make larger donations at 

Neerlandia Public Christian School Fundraising 
Link: http://www.terryfox.ca/NeerlandiaPublicChristian 
Username: 2021AB6282  
Password: CUREAB1152 

Thanks for your continued support! 

https://www.pembinahills.ca/school-board/election-2021/
https://www.pembinahills.ca/school-board/election-2021/
http://www.terryfox.ca/NeerlandiaPublicChristian
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We are planning to continue with some elementary and Jr. 
High sports programs this school year. 

Jr. High Volleyball – please sign up if you want to play. 
Girls will practice on Mon. & Wed., 3:45 – 5:15 pm 

Boys will practice on Tues. & Thurs., 3:45 – 5:15 pm 

Students in gr. 4-9 are also encouraged to sign up for the 
Running team. (sign-up in the Foyer) 

Elementary Soccer will also be beginning – notes to go 
home this week with details. 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Library Hours 
Regular library hours began Tuesday, August 31. 
The library will be open: 
Monday-Thursdays,  
9:00AM-4:30PM  
All day Fridays, September 3 and 10,  
9:00AM-4:30PM 
Library will be closed Monday, September 6 for Labor 
Day holiday 
 
Public are welcome to come anytime we are open but 
please be aware of the school library classes in 
afternoon and some mornings.  Please check our 
website at http://www.neerlandialibrary.ab.ca and 
our Facebook page for class schedule. 
 
Note to Parents: We are having issues with books not 
being returned at the end of the year as well as more 
and more books are being returned to the library 
damaged.  Please remind your children to take care of 
their books and return them to the library. 
Replacement costs will be applied when necessary! 
 
Chocolate Bar Fundraiser 
 
Chocolate bars have arrived. Chocolate bar memos 
and order forms will be handed out to students 
Tuesday, August 31 and Wednesday September 1. 
Chocolate bars will be able to be picked up starting 
Thursday, September 2 at the end of school day. We 
will need parent signatures to allow students to sell 
and there will be no returns of bars or cases. This is a 
major fundraiser for our library and we  
want to thank you in advance for your continued 
support! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Sept. 17- Alternate Day, no classes 

Sept. 22 & 23: (4:30 – 7:30 pm) Parent & Teacher 
meetings, to be set up using an online appointment 
system (same as last year) – watch for note 

Sept. 24- Teacher Day, no classes  

Sept. 29 (Wed.), 10:30 am   Terry Fox Run 

Looking ahead: 

Oct.1 – PD Day, no classes 

Oct. 14 – Student Picture Day 
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