Minutes
Neerlandia Public Christian School Council
Monday, June 8, 2020 @ 7:30PM

Attendance: Kim Sybesma, Brett Seatter, Jennifer Tuininga, Amanda Batty, Annemiek
Elzinga, Kym Peters, Geraldine Wierenga, Charlene Fleming
Absent: Katherine Nanninga
1. Call to Order - Welcome new board members, Amanda Batty, Charlene Fleming,
Geraldine Wierenga
2. Devotions – Sheri
3. Adopt Agenda
4. Review and Approve NPCSC Minutes – May 11, 2020
5. Business from Minutes
a. PCCE AGM - Apr 25 - Summary - written report from Lorna
i. Lorna Strydhorst attended on behalf of NCES. See attached summary
ii. the PCCE membership fees will increase next year, it will be $77/student for a
NCES approximate total of $17,556, up from $15,178.
b. Council of School Council's Meeting - May 12
i. Katherine attended on behalf of NCES. See attached minutes
6. Reports
a. Principal/Student Council - Brett
i. see attached
ii. Brett was seeking feedback about combining next year grade 4 class with
the grade 5 class, to balance number of students in each class. Brett and
Kim will contact all parents in those grades and let them know that the
school is thinking of doing this.
b. School Trustee - Jennifer
ii. see attached
7. New Business
a. Executive and non-executive positions:
i. Chairperson: Sheri Strydhorst
ii. Vice Chair: Charlene Fleming
iii. Secretary: Annemiek Elzinga
iv. Correspondence: Katherine Nanninga
v. PCCE: Geraldine Wierenga
vi. ACTION: Sheri will contact Gayle about NCES's new PPCE rep
vii.
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b. ASCA. School Council Engagement Task Force. 6-8 surveys/yr.
i. Amanda Batty
ACTION: Sheri will contact Marcia Hole about NCES's new School Council
task force rep
c. Board governance training session
i. Gayle from PCCE will come and give a training session, Monday, October 5
@ 6:00pm.
d. Leader of the Band Award and Art/Drama Awards
• The school is hoping to do an awards ceremony in the fall where hopefully
these awards will be handed out.
• Megan Ferster will select the leader of the band award and purchase a gift.
• Howard Gelderman will select the art/drama awards and purchase a gift.
i. Charlene made a motion that we contribute $100 for each award (both the
Art and Band award). Kym 2nd the motion. All in favor. Carried.
e. Set future meeting dates - see list below
8. Adjournment
Upcoming Meetings:
- August - pancake breakfast planning meeting- August 24 7:30pm
- September 2 - 1st day of classes for students - Pancake breakfast
- September 28 @ 6:00pm
- October 5 @ 6:00pm - PCCE Governance Training
- October 26 @ 6:00pm
- November 30 @ 6:00pm
- No meeting is planned for December

MISSION - The Neerlandia Public Christian School Council and Neerlandia Christian Education Society provides advisory
support to the principal to further our children’s Christian education and understanding of God’s presence in all aspects of life.
VISION
1. Encourage excellence in learning, holding the Bible as the infallible Word of God.
2. Provide a strong support network of parents, guardians and community members who care about the students, staff, and
school.
3. Actively participate in school life and discuss current issues pertaining to the school.

MISSION - The Neerlandia Public Christian School Council and Neerlandia Christian Education Society provides advisory
support to the principal to further our children’s Christian education and understanding of God’s presence in all aspects of life.
VISION
1. Encourage excellence in learning, holding the Bible as the infallible Word of God.
2. Provide a strong support network of parents, guardians and community members who care about the students, staff, and
school.
3. Actively participate in school life and discuss current issues pertaining to the school.

June 2020 Principal Report
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Continuing to work through the online, at-home learning world.
- K-4 have started doing 1-on-1 meets with students to do some final assessments. Class
meets continue for connection and community building
- Students have work to do for the rest of the year, which is not optional
Working through details for next year
- Hoping to upgrade the sound system in the gym for assemblies and events. Gathering
quotes from different audio/visual places in the city and hoping to look at some local
donation possibilities (copper coins)
- Looking to upgrade and purchase classroom libraries for improved reading resources.
Working with Pembina Hills literacy committee to find the best resources.
- Ensuring we have resources for all the classroom materials and furniture needed.
- Kindergarten is moving to where Mrs. Olthuis had her kindergarten class this year and
sharing part of the music room to be able to split the kindergarten into two groups in
the mornings.
- Grade 1 will be split for about 80% of the time next year, with the second grade 1 class
being in the kindergarten room Mrs. Henschel used.
Potential reconfiguration of grade 4 and 5?
- We recently found out we have two more unexpected families moving to the area and
they both have a student going into grade 4. This puts the number at 28 total students.
Grade 5 will have 16 students. We’re seriously contemplating having a grade 4 class of
22-24 students and a grade 4/5 class with 20-22 students. We would like input from
parents about this (school council).
- It’s hard to do this for Social and Science and meet the different curriculum, so
we’d keep it as only grade 4 and grade 5 for that part.
- LA, Math, PE, Health, Bible, Art, Music are generally the preferred subjects to
have combined grades as the levelling of students or the progression of
curriculum flows well from one grade to the next
- All kinds of research around combined grades shows this is a very good way to have
classrooms. In fact, some countries purposely do combined grades because of the
benefits (leadership for older students, curriculum is reviewed or built on for those who
need it at a different level, etc.). It’s extremely hard to find any research saying there are
negatives to combining grades in one room.

School Council Report - June 2020
Insurance Provider
After insurance premiums skyrocketed in the fall of 2019 (rates increased by 164% from $376,825 to
$993,550), the board voted to leave the Alberta School Board Insurance Exchange (ASBIE) and have now
joined the Genesis Reciprocal Insurance Exchange. By changing insurance providers, insurance
premiums are estimated to be approximately $412,500 in 2020-2021. The Genesis Reciprocal is through
the Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) and as a member of RMA we can simply purchase insurance
without buying into the reciprocal.
Capital Maintenance & Renewal (CMR) stimulus funding is an acceleration of future investment in
school maintenance & renewal projects
●

Approved projects focus on increasing the demand on the labour and construction market to
support Alberta jobs & the economy over the next 6months
● Our Division submitted a CMR Stimulus Proposal totaling $4,900,000
● PHSD will receive $2,500,000 CMR funding towards these projects
Alberta School Board Association (ASBA) Spring General Meeting
After 115 years, the first virtual meeting of ASBA was held on June 1, 2020. Trustee Jackie Carson and
Vice Chair Wendy Scinski and I joined Zoom with trustees across the province to vote on the association
budget and discuss proposed position statements on mental health funding,funding for expenses as a
result of COVID-19, and support for Francophone and French immersion programs.
Minister LaGrange spoke briefly at the beginning of the meeting and stated that summer school
students will have to take diploma exams. She also mentioned the introduction of Bill 15 The Choice in
Education Act. Here is a document that details What is Changing with the Choice in Education Act
Alberta School Councils’ Association
https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/
Under their Events calendar you can sign up for some online learning:
● June 9 - A Conversation with Dr. Jody Carrington
● June 18 - Fostering Resilience in Children
School Re-entry Survey: 66,320 parents provided input to the Alberta School Councils Association (ASCA)
on the provincial school re-entry plans
Here are the survey results
Follow me on Facebook or Twitter www.pembinahills.ca
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