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From Small Seeds come Big results 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed  (Luke 13:18-19) 

Then Jesus asked:  “what is the kingdom of God like?  What shall I 
compare it to?  It is like a mustard seek, which a man took and 
planted in his garden.  It grew and became a tree, and the birds of 
the air perched in its branches.” 

The theme of Christian Education week this year was “Cultivating 
Community.”  What a great theme that is for our students to 
ponder since community provides support for our students, as 
they learn and grow, and is supported by our students when they 
share their faith through loving service. 

In order to cultivate the seed of faith in each of us we need 
opportunities to learn about the word of God in the Bible through 
study, prayer, and opportunities to support one another in Christ-
like actions.  It is the regular reading of and reflecting upon God’s 
word that nurtures the tiny mustard seed of faith which exists in 
each of us.  We are so blessed to have these opportunities in our 
school. 

At this busy time of year, when fields are finally ready for seeding, 
and students are dreaming of warm summer days, it is easy to get 
caught up in busyness and lose sight of how we nurture and 
cultivate faith.  As students prepare for final exams, help out 
around their homes, and join summer sports teams, they often 
get overwhelmed.  I would suggest that, just as plants need 
water, soil and sunlight to grow strong and tall, so too do 
students.  For students though, God’s word, and their prayers, 
are what will help them to focus and grow their faith- providing 
with the tools they need to stay on track.   

Just as studying for a few minutes each day is far more effective 
than cramming for a final, so too is regular Bible study and prayer 
essential for cultivating faith.  Let’s cultivate faith and 
community by continuing to support our students on their faith 
journeys.   

 

Thank you for continuing to support us with your thoughts and 
prayers.  You are helping to develop the next generation which 
“will be equipped to serve God joyfully in all areas of life.”  Thanks 
be to God. 

Lisa Gehring 
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UPCOMING TRIPS 
Gr 4/5  Telus World of Science Field Study 

Kindergarten Barrhead Trip 

Gr 8 Frontier Lodge Trip 

Gr 6 Camp YoWaChAs Field Study 

Gr 7 Jasper Trip 

Gr  9 Whirlwind Tour of Edmonton 

Gr 1-3 St. Albert Children’s Festival 

Gr 4 Swim Lessons 

EVENTS 
Evergreen Theatre presents 

The Sinking Island 

Evergreen Theatre will be here on Monday, May 7th 
to do a play called ‘The Sinking Island’. This will take 
place in the gym at 2:30 – 3:30 pm. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  
 
What’s it about? 
Synopsis  
Katie Swells is one of the best young sailors on Storm Island 
Nova Scotia. After years of hard work and getting to know 
a sailboat, she’s finally ready to be a part of Storm Island’s 
biggest sailing race; The Big Circle. But things take a turn 
when Katie returns home from vacation and discovers that 
The Big Circle has been cancelled. Her best friend Sam the 
Seal tells her the water is rising off the island, making the 
race unsafe for young sailors. Determined to prove herself, 
Katie sets sail to try the race on her own, followed by a 
worried Sam. The Sinking Island is a funny and thoughtful 
nautical adventure that shows how our changing oceans 
affect the world around us. 

30- Hour Famine Update 
 
24 students raised $2804 for World Vision Canada  
by fasting for 30 hours April 11-13th!  
 
 After about 15-18 hours into our famine we all agreed how 
difficult it was to FOCUS and to find ENERGY to complete 
our tasks.  The reality is that too many children die around 
the world each day due to mal-nourishment. 
   
Thank you to all the participants and to everyone who 
donated to our challenge!  We appreciated Judy Schuring 
and Lindy Wiart for coming in EARLY Friday morning to 
cook us a healthy breakfast.  
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We also want to thank Lise Wruk & Lorna Strydhorst for 
organizing this event and chaperoning the girls and Murray 
Greilach and Randy Strydhorst for sleeping over with the 
boys as chaperones!   
 

Special Dress-up Days 
 
In support of Mental Health we are encouraged all Gr. 1-9 

students to wear a Hat on Wednesday, 
May 2 (we had originally picked May 3 
but have changed it). 
 
On Friday, May 25 we encourage 

students to dress up for 
Hawaiian Day. Just for fun! 

 

FUNDRAISERS 
 
Our Gr. 3 & 6 students will be offering a COOKIE SALE 

on Thurs., May 10 – a 
variety of cookies/squares 
will be for sale at a cost of 
.25 cents each. Proceeds 
will go towards helping 
pay for field trip costs. *If 
any extra funds are still 
available they will be 

donated to the Lulu Tree fund. 
 
Gr. 8 students will participating in the Highway Ditch Clean-up 
on Saturday, May 5. Money raised will go towards their Frontier 
Lodge trip. 
 

Offering that was taken at the Spring 
Concert was for the Lulu Tree School for 
Teen Moms project. We were pleased to 

present to Mrs. Emily Wierenga the 

amount of $560.00 for this cause. 
 

 
 

 Several people 
ordered hanging 
baskets & patio 
planters from our Gr. 4 
Plant Fundraiser. 
 
 

 
The orders will be delivered to NPCS on May 10 at 10:00 AM. 
  If you ordered plants please make arrangements to pick them 
up that day as there will be no one here on Friday, May 11 and 
these will be placed OUTSIDE the school so we don’t want any 
disappearing over the weekend. 
Thanks to everyone that supported this fundraiser! 
 

Sports
BADMINTON ending: 

Neerlandia Challenge: Gr. 
7-Apr. 30, Gr. 8 – May 1, 
Gr. 9 – May 2.  

Badminton costs are based on $5. per student per event for 
each tournament. There are still some outstanding fees so if 
you haven’t paid for a tournament, please do so a.s.a.p. so 
we can wrap things up for the year. 
 
We had many, many students receive medals at the 
tournaments they attended (too many to mention).  
Congratulations to all that represented our school so well. 
We are proud to hang up the Pembina Hills Divisional 
Banner in our gym that was accomplished by having the 
highest total score based on number of medals received to 
put us in First Place (played against 8 other schools).  
Also a big THANK YOU to our coaches, Mr. Wierenga & 
Mr. Gelderman and for parents that drove students to the 
tournaments. 
 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEEK 
 
We celebrated Christian Education Week last week (April 23-
27); the theme was Cultivating Community. We are blessed to 
be part of such a great school community and would like to 
thank all the students and staff that participated in our 
community building incentive. Many great plans for building 
community within our school and greater community were 
submitted; choosing which plan we would fund was very 
difficult! 
 
 In the end the grade 1 class received $200 to paint flower 
pots and deliver them to senior homes in Barrhead, and the 
grade 2 class received $50 to make meals for people who hold 
special places in their hearts! 
  
OUT OF BOUNDS TRANSPORTATION FEES 
 
The NCES has decided to once again subsidize PHPS 
transportation fees for families that send children to NPCS 
from outside our boundary. We are thankful for all families 
committed to sending children to NPCS despite additional 
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costs experienced; these students help ensure we continue to 
have a school in Neerlandia and are important members of our 
school community! 
  
We decided to reimburse $150/full time student and 
$75/kindergarten student. If you have paid your 
transportation fees and would like to get reimbursed, leave a 
copy of your PHPS receipt with Debbie at the school or text a 
picture of it to Char Nanninga (780-906-8286). 
  
 

 
Board adopts Education Plan priorities for 2018-19 
Following consultation at principal planning sessions, the 
school board voted to keep the Education Plan priorities: 

• Diversity of student needs 
• Student-teacher relationships 
• Numeracy 
• Literacy 

To support the Education Plan priorities, the school board 
will use $530,000 from operating reserves to fund several 
initiatives, including two coordinator positions, two part-time 
mentor program assistants, and a pool of release time for 
staff to support them in the priorities. 

Alberta Distance Learning Centre (ADLC) 

Alberta Education has a service agreement with Pembina 
Hills Public Schools (PHPS) to provide distance education 
services to students through ADLC. ADLC serves school 
authorities across the province, providing student 
instruction where requested and sharing resources at no 
cost to authorities who request them. 

On April 18th the Board of Trustees approved the 
amendment to the agreement securing funding for ADLC 
operations for a further 2 years – to August 31, 2020. 
PHPS is working to transition and rebuild ADLC with 
Barrhead as the centre of operations. 

Transportation — Did you know…? 
Transportation Director Shantelle Haitel provided some 
interesting facts in her annual Transportation Assurance 
Report: 

PHPS transports 2,642 students on 70 bus routes — 2,279 
of these students go to PHPS schools; the remaining are 
transported to St. Mary School in Westlock and Covenant 
Canadian Reformed School in Neerlandia 

• Cameras and GPS units are installed on all buses 
• Buses travel 10,173 kilometres per day. That’s like 

going around the earth every 4 days! 
• The average distance between a student’s home 

and their school is 17.08 kms 
• The average morning pick up time for our students 

is 7:56 am 

• 11.8% of our students have a one-way bus ride of 
over an hour  

• The average amount of time that students ride our 
buses one way is 34 minutes — the same as the 
provincial average 

 Jennifer.Tuininga@phpschools.ca    780-674-6579 H, 780-284-
0971 C 

Facebook: Jennifer Tuininga, School Trustee, Pembina Hills 
Public Schools   Twitter: @JennifeTuining 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

May Library Hours 

Monday-Thursday 
9:00AM-4:30PM 
Wednesdays 
7:00-9:00PM 
Friday, May 25 
9:00AM-4:30PM 

Closed Monday, May 21  
for Victoria Day Holiday 

 
Scholastic “Wild West” Book Fair  

Saddle UP and READ 
May 23-25 

Come and support the Neerlandia Library by attending our book 
fair. Proceeds go toward purchasing new books for the library.   

Flyers advertising some of the books that will be sold will be 
sent out a week ahead of time. Posters, bookmarks, markers 
and craft kits will also be sold. 

We will continue to have our lucky locker draws on each day of 
the fair.  There will be no family draws this year.  Parents and 
families that purchase books can earn 1 horseshoe throw for 
every book they buy.  Each successful horseshoe throw will be 
awarded a $5.00 prize.   

We will also have an estimation guessing game to see how 
many pieces of oats (toasted oat cereal) are in the jar.  $10.00 
prize 

Hope to see you at the fair! 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Scholastic “Wild West” Book Fair  
 

http://www.phpschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/04/Transportation-Assurance-Report-1.pdf
http://www.phpschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/04/Transportation-Assurance-Report-1.pdf
mailto:Jennifer.Tuininga@phpschools.ca


NPCS Eagle Express May 2018  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
May 2,8-10,14-17: Gr. 4 Lessons at Barrhead Pool  
May 7 – Evergreen Theatre, 2:30 pm in gym 
May 7 – PAT Exam (Gr. 9 ELA (Part A)  
May 8 – PAT Exam (Gr. 6 ELA (Part A) 
May 10 – Cookie Sale 

- Pick up Plants here at NPCS 
May 14-17: Gr. 8 Frontier Lodge trip 
May 15 – Gr 9 PARTY program at BCH 
May 17 – Gr. 6 Camp YoWaChAs trip 
May 23-25: Scholastic Book Fair 
May 24 – Jr High Divisional Trackmeet 
May 25 – Hawaiian Day  
May 29-31: Gr. 7 Jasper Trip 
May 30/31: Gr. 9 Edmonton Trip 
May 31 : Gr. 1-3 St. Albert Children’s Festival trip 
 
Looking ahead to June: 
June 7 – PHSSAM (trackmeet) here at NPCS 
June 14 – Kindergarten Zoo trip 
June 15 – Gr 9 Graduation, 7:00 pm 
June 19 – Farewell Assembly for staff leaving, 3:00 pm 
June 21 – Final Kindergarten Day  
June 22 –Community Farewell Evening for staff leaving,   
                   7:00 pm in the gym 

- More details in June newsletter 
June 25-28 – Jr. High Final exams & PATS  
June 28 – last day of classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	FUNDRAISERS

